CLAIMS: 



1 . A coded image capture and decoding system cojjipffsing: 

an optical system that captures im^ge data from coded targets; 

a first processing circuit^^cciupled to the optical system, that generates a plurality 
of images based on imag^ata received from the optical system; 

an image buffer, coupled to the first processing circuit, that stores the plurality of 
images generafted by the first processing circuit; and 

a second processing circuit, coupled to the image buffer, that, after the plurality 
of images are stored in the image buffer, attempts decode processing of the plurality of 
imgges. 

2. The coded image capture and decoding system of claim 1 whereinJbe-«ecOf^ 
processing circuit constructs a composite image from the plupaHtyof images for decode 
processing. 

3. The coded image captiire/and/defcoding system of claim 1 wherein the plurality 
of images constitutes a predereriruned nijmber of images. 

4. The coded iniage capture and decoding system of claim 1 wherein the first 
performs proximity screening of the image data from the optical 



processing cirgt 
system. 
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5. The coded image capture and decoding system of claim 1 whereicu-the^rst 
processing circuit converts the image data received from the^opjfical system into a 
plurality of transition points. 

6. The coded image capture /^d deling system of claim 1 further comprising a 
proximity circuit which detects/the \presenge of the coded target and initiates capture 
cycling. 

7. The coded imag^ capture and decoding system of claim 1 wherein the second 
processing circuit^empts parallel decode processing of the plurality of images. 




8. A coded image capture and decoding system corrvprlsing: 

an image processing circuit that gener^rt^a plurality of coded images; 
an image buffer, coupled to the ^age processing circuit, that stores the plurality 
of coded images generated by the^mage processing circuit; 

a host processing circmtihat performs decode processing of coded images; and 
interface circuitry that assists in delivering the plurality of coded images to the 
host processing circujt^^ for decoding after the plurality of coded images have been 
stored in the imaae buffer. 
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9. The coded image capture and decoding system of claim 8, further comprising an 
optical system operably coupled to the image processing circuit, wherein tliier^ptical 
system reads a target to produce image data and transmits the imag^^ta to the image 
processing circuit. j< 

10. The coded image capture and decoding system of claim 8 wherein at least one 
of the plurality of coded images constitutes a r^erence image and at least one other of 
the plurality of coded images constitutes a^lurality of differences based on comparison 
with the reference image. / / 

11. The coded image capture and decoding system of claim 10 further comprising a 
proximity detector that enables operation of the coded image capture and decoding 
system whenever a target/is detected. 

12. The coded iniage capture and decoding system of claim 8 wherein proximity 
screening rules are^ applied by the image processing circuit. 

13. The cojded image capture and decoding system of claim 8, further wherein the 
image pro^ssing circuit attempts to generate a predetermined number of coded 
images/ 
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14. The coded image captu 
of the coded images 
transitjpJVptJint in the image. 



decodinq^vstem'^rclaim 8 wherein at least one 
rality of values, and each value represents a 




15. A coded image capture and decoding systerp^ecJffiprising: 

an image buffer that stores a plurality of images representative of a coded target; 
a host processing circujt;^perably coupled to the image buffer, that performs 
decode processing; anc 

code preceding circuitry that selectively directs the host processing circuit to 
decode thp^urality of coded images. 



16. The coded image capture and decoding system of claim 15 wherein the host 
processing circuit selectively responds to the code processing circuitryjo^'control the 
time at which decode processing will be performed. 



17. The coded image capture and decoding^-system of claim 15 further comprising 
interface circuitry that assists in deliyeriflg^f^ Diurality of images to the host processing 
circuit for decoding afterth^^urality of images have been stored in the image buffer. 



18. T\:\B coded image capture and decoding system of claim 17 wherein the interface 
circtfitry utilizes wireless transmissions in the delivery of the plurality of images to the 
lost processing circuit. 
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